
 

Historic Preservation Commission 
Case # H-14-21 

Agenda Memorandum 
Historic Preservation Commission 

 
 

DATE:       September 8, 2021 
SUBJECT: 
 Certificate of Appropriateness Request:   H-14-21 
 Applicant:      Daniel Webber 
 Location of subject property:   78 Franklin Ave. NW 
 Staff Report prepared by:   Katherine Godwin, Sr. Planner 
 

 
BACKGROUND:  

• The subject property, 78 Franklin Ave. NW, is designated as a “Contributing” structure in the North 
Union Street Historic District. (Exhibit A). 

• Constructed: ca. 1900 
• “Two-story, frame, Queen Anne style house with pronounced vertical emphasis created by high, 

nearly pyramidal roof and narrow, two-bay façade. Façade consists of two gables, one simply an 
interruption of the main roofline and the other a projecting bay with cut-away corners. Both 
gables have sawn ornaments with spindle work: the cut-away corners of the projecting gable are 
trimmed with bowed brackets. The porch is upheld with a combination of turned posts and 
recently added ornamental iron supports.” (Exhibit A). 

• Applicant is proposing to: 
o Install metal handrails to the front stairs (Exhibit B). 

DISCUSSION: 
The applicant proposes to install two metal handrails to the front stairs leading to the front porch (Exhibit 
B). The handrails would be cast iron, painted black with Rococo S Scroll balusters measuring 31 ½” in 
height at the top left, top right, midway left, and midway right, decorative lambs tongue ends on the 
bottom hand railing and a molded top handrail from King Architecture Metals (Exhibit D). The applicant is 
installing the handrails at the request of their insurance carrier (Exhibit E). 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
Exhibit A: National Register of Historic Places Inventory Information 
Exhibit B: Application for Certificate of Appropriateness 
Exhibit C: Subject Property Map 
Exhibit D: Images and Materials 
Exhibit E: Message from Insurance Carrier 
 
HISTORIC HANDBOOK DESIGN RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Approval Requirement Needs Table 
• Porches: Removal of porches, adding a new porch, altering the porch or enclosing a porch require 

Commission Hearing and Approval. 
• Stair or Steps: Removal, addition or alteration of external stairs or steps require Commission Hearing 

and Approval. 
• Miscellaneous: Any type of alteration of exterior features of a building, site, or environment which is 

not specifically listed require Commission Hearing and Approval. 
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Chapter 5- Section 6: Porches 
• Original steps should be retained and handrails should match the railing on the porch. The replacement 

of wooden steps with precast concrete should be avoided. 
• Alterations to original porches that have no historic basis are not appropriate. Repair original materials 

if possible. If replacement is necessary, replace with matching material.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 

1. The Historic Preservation Commission should consider the circumstances of this application for a 
Certificate of Appropriateness relative to the North and South Union Street Historic Districts 
Handbook and Guidelines and act accordingly.  

2. If approved, applicant(s) should be informed of the following:  
 City staff and Commission will make periodic on-site visits to ensure the project is 

completed as approved.  
 Completed project will be photographed to update the historic properties survey.  
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77. House
74 Franklin Avenue, N. W.
ca. 1905
C

Item number Page 

One-story, frame cottage, the second of a pair of speculative dwellings 
said to have been erected by J. L. Hartsell. Originally nearly identical 
to #76, this cottage underwent some remodeling and enlargement at an 
undetermined date. Changes include substantial rear addition, replacement 
of shed-roofed porch with hip-roofed porch, and curbed extension of 
gable-front facade roof in a manner typical of the English cottage style, 
House has vinyl siding and ornamental iron porch posts. 

78, House 
78 Franklin Avenue, N. W. 
ca. 1900 
C 

Two-story, frame, Queen Anne style house with pronounced vertical emphasis 
created by high, nearly pyramidal roof and· narrow, "•two;..;.bay facade. 
Facade consists of two gables, one simply an interruption of the main 
roofline and the other a projecting bay with cut-away corners. Both 
gables have sawn ornaments with spindlework; the cut-away corners 
of the projecting gable are trimmed with bowed brackets. The porch 
is upheld with a combination of turned posts and recently added ornamental 
iron supports. 

79, J. Lee Crowell House
71 Franklin Avenue, N.W.
ca. 1895
p 

Highly distinctive, two-story frame Queen Anne s_tyle residence. Unusual 
facade composed of two gables with flush board· pan·els· and small, - single · 
pane windows flanking a recessed balcony. Balcony is adorned with 
semi-circular spindle frieze. Full facade porch retains charming canvas 
awning and turned post_s_, sawl!_ _l:>rackets -, and- a .spindle_ frieze; Centrally 
placed, pedimented attice · dormer. Unusual -sec-orid,�=story.�·,flat=r-00-fea-o'-SU�rc_oom-·-.-----' 
at rear of house, One-story frame· servants' quarters with hip ·roof,··' -
one of a handful of early outbuildings in the district, stands at the 
rear of the . property, 
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Source: City of Concord
Planning Department

H-14-21

78 Franklin Ave NW 

PIN: 5620-78-0567

These maps and products are designed for general
reference only and data contained herein is subject 
to change. The City Of Concord, it's employees or 
agents make no warranty of merchantability or fitness 
for any purpose, expressed or implied, and assume no 
legal responsibility for the information contained therein. 
Data used is from multiple sources with various scales 
and accuracy. Additional research such as field surveys 
may be necessary to determine actual conditions.
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From: Daniel Webber
To: Katherine Godwin
Cc: Kristen Sullivan
Subject: Re: historic application
Date: Wednesday, September 1, 2021 10:49:39 AM

[NOTICE:  EXTERNAL EMAIL 

Good morning,

Attached I have included the decorative handrail molding, lambs tongue and a picture with the dimensions of the hand railings coming up the stairs (in red pen). 

Let me know if this help and/or you need anything else. 

Thanks much! 

Daniel Webber 

mailto:webberdanielr@gmail.com
mailto:godwink@ConcordNC.gov
mailto:sullivank@ConcordNC.gov
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